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arine Staff Sergeant Herb Dover knows
the adrenaline of attack sirens and security
breaches. He has braced for the blast of
Iraqi Scud missiles and emptied sweat
out of his gas mask. He has been a strong
shoulder for emotionally distraught troops
and a reassuring presence for families
visiting wounded warriors.
Despite the grit of military life, the Kent State University at
Stark alumnus claims he’s still easygoing and soft-spoken
— although maybe a little more direct.

Boots on the Ground
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Dover joined the United States Marine Corps in 2002, right
after graduating from Canton McKinley High School. He’d
always wanted to become a Marine and saw it as his ticket
to higher education.
“No one in my family had gone to college and they all
said I should go,” says Dover. “But after basic training,
I came home and was immediately deployed to Iraq. I was
heartbroken!”
Fortunately, his duties in Iraq as a dispatcher and convoy
coordinator ended a few months later and Dover returned
home to continue his charge to a college degree. A friend
who was a financial aid advisor at Kent State Stark helped
him fill out student aid paperwork.
That’s when Dover started classes at Kent State Stark.
A bachelor’s in math became his target. But four years
later and a few courses shy of his degree, Dover was
called back to Iraq. Instead of algebra and analysis, he
returned to security detail, including guarding three of
his fellow Marines — from themselves.
“It wasn’t combat, but suicide watch was a tough
assignment,” says Dover. “I really learned how to read
people and learned how there’s no cookie-cutter way to
handle individuals. Some respond well to tough talk
and yelling, some need to be treated more gently.”
Through that experience, Dover says he became
more humble.
“I had heard about teamwork through youth sports, but it
didn’t become real to me until Iraq,” he says. “I began to
fully understand the importance of helping each other and
working together through challenges.”
He took those learnings with him on another tour of duty
in Afghanistan in 2010, and then to Landstuhl, Germany,
in 2011. There, he served as a Marine liaison to wounded
service people and their families at the U.S. military
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not to stop
or anything.
— Marine Staff Sergeant Herb Dover

hospital. As amputees, quadriplegics and other injured
troops came to the hospital, Dover visited with them,
explained procedures and helped them get services
they needed.

Troops to Teachers
While stationed in Germany, Dover finally had the
opportunity to take his last few college courses — online
through Kent State University — and earn his math
degree. That’s when his career vision started to shift
from tactics to textbooks.
“One of my friends in Germany was a schoolteacher with
the U.S. Department of Defense,” says Dover. “She told
me about Troops to Teachers, a program that helps vets
with bachelor’s degrees earn teaching certificates in their
home states.”
With his life experience, people skills and new bachelor’s
degree, Dover was ready for deployment of a new kind —
teaching in a high school. He completed his assignment
in Germany, returned to Canton and met with a Troops
to Teachers advisor. The advisor helped him become
licensed as a substitute teacher in Stark County.
Dover defines his classroom style as “firm but fair,” a
reflection of military structure and discipline. He credits
exposure to different cultures and religions for his
unbiased understanding of students and their behavior.

Chemistry Students Get an
Edge with Online Program
Fact: General Chemistry I is hard.
Judging by student outcomes, it’s traditionally one of the
most difficult first-year courses at Kent State University.
Even science majors have said so. But the Kent State
Chemistry Department has introduced a way to improve
student success.
As of fall 2013, students are required to take the ALEKS
(Assessing and LEarning in Knowledge Spaces) Chemistry
assessment before starting General Chemistry I. The online
program tests students on 90 topics, including algebra,
measurement, matter and molecules. Students who do not
get a perfect score on the test can take tutorials to learn or
relearn topics, all from the comfort of their home computer.
Only students who show 100 percent mastery on the test or
tutorials may continue with General Chemistry I.
“Eighty-six percent of Kent State Stark students intending
to take General Chemistry I mastered ALEKS Chemistry this
summer,” says Lisa Hart, director of Academic Services.
Even before taking the test, many students took advantage
of optional refresher sessions at the Kent State Stark's
Academic Success Center. That was a testament to their
personal motivation, Hart added.
“The hard work students did for the ALEKS Chemistry
assessment has reinforced a foundation of knowledge to
help them succeed in this traditionally challenging course,”
says Hart.

Today, Dover is working on a full teaching license and
is back in class at Kent State Stark.
“I need about four more education courses to earn a
full teaching license,” he says. “Eventually, I want to
get a master’s degree, maybe in education or math
or counseling.”

Once a Marine, Always a Marine
But what if he gets deployed again?
“I’d be willing to go, but I don’t think it’ll happen,”
says Dover, referencing the U.S. military drawdown in
Afghanistan and reductions in military spending. “The
military is like a big brother. It’s constantly with you,
helping you improve. And it teaches you not to stop
your education for anything.”
He’s following his orders. From Iraq to Afghanistan to
Germany to Canton, Staff Sergeant Dover’s educational
dreams are alive and well at Kent State Stark.
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